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severe pain in all the larger joints, which
are much swollen, and, as she expresses it,
** ready to burst ;" all which symptoms were
occasioned by exposure to cold. Bowels
regular; tongue clean ; urine normal ; ano-
rexia, &c. ; catamenia scanty, but regular ;
pulse 56, and soft.
loduret of starch, xij. grains, thrice a day.
29. No improvement. Increase the iodu-
ret of starch to one scruple thrice a day.
Oct. 6. Is much improved from the use
of the ioduret; less pain in all her joints;
swelling much reduced ; appetite good, &c.
19. She is now so far improved as to be
enabled to leave her ward, and all she now
complains of is a slight swelling and stiff.
ness in her right ankle. Ordered to rub it
every night with the following ointment :
Iodine, one drachm;
Simple ointment, one ounce.
24. She has improved to the present time
under the use of the ointment, and the
internal administration of the ioduret.
28. Dismissed cured.
EFFECTS OF THE PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE IN IGNORANT HANDS.
ISAAC MASSEY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Six :&mdash;The following case is one of many
of a similar character, which have come
under my observation, of ignorant and illegal
practitioners, who take upon themselves the
responsibility of bleeding and prescribing
for disease with which they are totally un-
acquainted, causing the death, or protracted
illness, of many ofonr poor fellow-creatures.
The present case is one of long standing
disease of the aorta, and when first visited
by this tooth-drawer and bleeder, the subject
was in a state of great exhaustion and col-
lapse. Without attempting to restore warmth
by external application,- or stimiplauts in-
ternally, he bled him (as he says) 11 without
exercising any judgment whether it was
proper or not, as it was not his business to
do," merely because the wife requested him ;
not satisfied with taking six or seven ounces,
which he procured with the greatest diffi-
culty, he wanted to lower the vital powers
already too much depressed, still lower, by
abstracting a further quantity by " pricking
him again."
It is high time that some measures were
taken to prevent a recurrence of these cases
of gross malpractice, which are daily occur-
ring. Having attended the inquest, and
made, with Dr. Watts, the post-mortem exa-
mination, I send the particulars, if you think
them sufficiently important, for insertion in
THE LANCET. I am, Sir, your obedient ser-
vant.
St. Peter’s Church-side, Nottingham.
The first witness called was Hohn Marriott,
who deposed that he had known the deceas-
ed, Thomas Glover, 40 years. Deceased
was at work at Carrington, on Friday morD’
ing, between nine and ten o’clock, and had
occasion to heat a piece of iron, which, when
he had done, he laid on the vice I was filing
at. I heard a groan, and turned round and
saw him down on his knees; I called for
assistance, and said Glover had fallen down
in a fit; on raising him up we found him
motionless, but placed him in a chair, and
sponged his mouth and temples; he was
breathing all the time, but I thought him
dying; he remained nearly half an hour in
that senseless state, and then vomited a little
something like gruel, after which he became
more sensible and vomited again. He wished
us to get him to the privy, and when there,
said he must be down on his face, or he
should die; he lay on his belly a few minutes,
and then we got him into a oublic-house. I
then left him, and saw no more of him ; he
did not complain of pain in any particular
part, but said he was exceedingly ill ; have
heard his son and daughter say he has had
similar attacks before.
Elizabeth Clorer, widow of the deceased,
deposed :-Thomas Glover was 54 years
old ; has been in middling health, having
been affected several times in a similar man.
ner, but was as well as usual on going to
work at eight o’clock on Friday morning. I
heard he had a fit at half-past nine or ten.
and sent my son to fetch a doctor ; he wasbrought home at half-past eleven, quite
helpless, like a dead man. Mr. Spurr, who
lives in Broad-street, who I believe is a
cupper and bleeder, came to the house, my
son having fetched him. I wished Mr, Spurr
to bleed him, as he had been bled before
when attacked in a similar way, and foundrelief. When he had bled him, he told me
to fetch a surgeon, as he was not satisfied to
leave him in the state he wai in at that time.
I think Mr. Spurr did not take so much as
half a basinful of blood. On going to the
Union Hospital Dr. Watts came and ordered
hot ale with ginger; he had two pints at dif-
ferent times, after which he seemed better;
complained of great pain all over, except hi.
head ; he was very cold, and I put hot bricka
to his feet. After Dr. Watts was gone, heasked me to gi, e him some laudanum ; Igave him thirty drops in a cup of tea, afterwhich he ossed about a good deal, and died
in half an hour. It was my husband’s wish
that I should give him the laudan,,im; I
never perceived him at all insensible, and he
breathed quite easy. When ’Ir. Spurr was
bleeding him he knocked his arm about, and
said," it’s of no use;" it was his agony
that made him knock his arm about. He
did not bleed freely, and Mr. Spurr wanted
to " prick him again." W hen he was brought
home his hands and feet, and all over him,
were as cold aa death; and when he was
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bled we could not get any warmth at all in
hxn.
Joseph Spurr, Broad-street, Nottinggham,
surgeon-dentist, cupper, and bleeder, de-
pmed, that two sons of the deceased called
un Friday morning, to request me to go and
bleed their father, who was in a fit ; I bled
hun, and took away six or seven ounces
with difficulty, the btood not flowing so
free)) as it usuallv does. I laled the man
niereiy on the request of his wife; I did not
exercise any judgment at all, whether it was
proper and necessary or not, that was not
my business to do. The man’s extremities
when I bled him were very cold, the body
was warm ; I felt the pulse before I bled
him, but the man nwred his arm about so
much I could not tell accuratety the state of
it; there Mas a pulse when I bled him ; I 
could feel the pulse. His vrifa told me he
had been hlell before under similar circum-
stances.
Thomts Wilson, surgeon to the Notting-
ham Lhspensary, deposed: &mdash;I did nut see
deceased during the attack, but attended
him about two years aud a half since, for
an ohstruction in the bowels and colic, and
bled him copiously, and he was completely
reheved. There was neither insensibility
or coldness of the extremities, and from
what I have heard it was quite a different
attacl. Judging from the state he has been
described to be in, I should not have bled
him had I been called on to attend him.
wm. Watts, surgeon to the L’uion Hospi-
tal, deposed :&mdash;I saw deceased at half-past
one on Friday last, and found him perfectly
cold, but)) in the trunk and extremities ; a
ciatomy moisture bedewed the body; he was
quite sensible and could speal.; there was
no pulsation at the wrist or heart. I examiu-
ed him minutely ; was told he had had a
fit ; I presumed from what I heard from him
and his wife, that it was a tit of exhaustion,
brought on by hard work and privation, and
ardetfd warmth to the extremities and 
spiced ale, and to Le wrapped in blankets.
I found he had been bled, and am satisfied
bleeding a man in a state of gtfat collapse
would oldy tfnd to increase the depression
under which he was lulbouring. liave
examined the body, and find there is a rxp-
ture of the aorta into the pericardium ; I do
not thinl, the bledding would have anv
etlect upon the man, inasmuch as there was
quite suffic ieut in the rupture of the vessel
to cause his death.
Seetw Cadureris.&mdash;Brain quite healthy
throughout, containing in the sinuses and in
it5 substance very little blood. Heart
much elarged; %vall-i thin, and much
sottfued on both snea ; no valvul disease.
Aorth presented, on its anterior wall, a
puckered portion, about the size of a shilling,
immediate)’, above the coronary artery, be-
ing destitute of the middle roat. In the
centre of this portion sras a small opening,
large enough to admit the point of a probe,
through which had escaped a large quantity
of blood, quite distending the pericardium ;
the liniug membrane of this large vessel was 
ulcpratcd in different places. The heart
itself contained little or no blood. Liver
much enlarged and diseased; gall-bladder
full of a white clay like-looking substance
u!ler organs healthy.
Verdict, ,Died from the rupture of a
blood-vessel, and not otherwise, as appears
at this inquest." After recording the verdict,
the Coroner, Mr. Browne, gave the bleeder
a very severe reprimand.
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE BY A
CHEMIST.
To the Edilor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;Permit me, through the medium of
your independent Journal, to direct the
attention of the Apothecaries’ Hall, and all
other public bodies interested in the sup-
pression of quackery, to the proceedings of
a’chemist and druggist, called Jakins, in
Munster-street, Cumbertand Market.
An unholy alliance, I understand, has
been entered into between this worthy and a
certain Dr. Milroy, of Norton-street, New-
road; accordingly, upon the walls of Jakins’s
house, may be observed, emblazoned in
large and flourishing characters, parallel
with, " Genuine Horse and Cattle Medi-
cim s," " A Physician attends for Consulta-
tioit on Tuesdavs. Thursdays, and Satordavs.
from eleven to twelve o’clock." I have
looked in vain for the name of this soi-disant
doctor in the list of the London College of
Physicians, nor indeed did I expect to find it
there *
The results of this degrading compact
are that Mr. Jakius, emboldened, I suppose,
by such high and distinguished patronage,
and encouraged by the sanction of such
exalted authority, is not contented with
throwing off his white apron, leaving pill and
plaster making to his apprentices, and hold-
ing consultations in his shop with Dr. Milroy,
but be must sally out to attend the sick, and
not otily has the audacity and presumption
to undertake the treatment of general cases
of disease, but actually has the effrontery to
attend upon and propose to manage mid-
wifery cases. Iu pursuance of this conduct
I am informed that, being a Methodist, he
hasebtained an appointment of accoucheur
to a society, styling itself, I believe, the
" Stanhope-street Lying-in Charity," chiefly
composed of members of that persuasion; so
that when a poor uiifortunftte woman, in the
hour of her need, applies to thia charity for
assistance she is furnished with a box of
iinen and Dr. Jakins!!!
We will, however; do these good people
